HIE ‘TIME ‘1¢ 
READ IS NOW! 


First off, If you are still reading a fanzine in 2017, give yourself a high five, 
because you are fucking awesome. The ‘regressive’ documentation of ideas and 
pictures on paper is, sadly, a dying art. So power to you for taking the time to 
discover new stuff from beyond a computer or smartphone screen. 


The vague theme of issue 8 is “growing old”; that nagging sense you get every 
few years where your self-reflection catches up with you and you notice a few 
(more) rinkles and grey hairs in the mirror. It's nothing really to be worried about, 
it’s just time and entropy doing its glorious thing, you might as well lace up, button 
down and swoon along with the universal mosh. 


This is the first ‘proper’ new issue in seven years (issue 7 that came out earlier in 
June was written in 2010/2011), so it met be a bit different to what you are used 
to, but not too different. Since bringing this back from limbo the aim is to keep it 
semi-regular, with a new issue every 3-4 (ish) months, but you know, deadlines 
and punk rock are a paradoxical and curious mix and are often at odds. 

Amassive thank you to everyone who contributed and you, for still reading. 

“BOK” 
TEAM CRUCIAL / OCTOBER 2017 
The cover for this issue was drawn by the wonderful Louisa Babs Johnson. 


facebook.com/crucialzine | issuu.com/crucialzine | crucialzine.blogspot.com 
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Yo, the first person to get in touch with the full answers gets a random free 7” from my 
eclectic collection of hardcore, punk and other random stuff. Will mail prize to the winner, 
world-wide, free of charge. Arbitrary rules may apply and are subiect to change, but don’t 
worry, it won't be nothing crazy or anything. How about that? Future issues will likely 
have more competitions to give away any free stuff that comes our way (hint hint). 
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ACROSS 28. Don't over-do it there. 12. Get your blowjobs here. P 
1. Bringing it back. 32. Before the show. 15. You only need one for your axe 
3. DIY venues live on these. here the older people hang. {/17. It gets worse as you get drunker. 
5. SUPPORT THEM! you can't mosh, you... 48. Usually can't hear it. 
9. This is the jaded coreperson's. 35° For the walls. 49. Avoid this at the bar. 
default stance. 38. Poetry in motion. 21. Spin... 
10. Grab it 39, Hazardous 22: The Voice from above. 
11. Guaranteed to get fucked up by 42’ Comes in rivers. 23, Always a pleasure. 
the time you get home. 43, The most stressed out guy. 26. BR it for a laugh (and a fine). 
13. Posi kid do this. 44. Don't bump into them. 27. FUCK OFF. 
14, Edge or not, you need this. 45. Knock them out of ands, 29. Where 15-year-old emos go to 
16. You don't really need it if you are 46, Appears on walls. cut themselves. 
ae ht band. a Kee ee mosh in line. 
ring money. Down righ 
19. .....punch. 2. Get them on your way out. 82. ied het marching in. 
20. Fall backwards, in slow motion. 4 "Real" venues have them. 36. FUCK THEM. 
22. The area of ceremonies. 6. Usually a joke or sketchy as fuck. 37. Somewhat welcome. 
24. AKA pavement pizza. 7. The band lackey. 40. BUY IT. 


25. Abitch to clean. 8. Don't be this guy. 41. People by the speakers. 


Apparently some assholes think it’s alright to use fake bills and steal 
shit from DIY shows. What the fuck? I’ve heard about a few instances 
lately in Athens, which is lame as fuck. Take your fucking monopoly 
money and bullshit thieving attitudes somewhere else. 


The one and only MADDOX is going to release a new book, entitled 
FUCK WHALES. | expect this to russle some feathers, just like his AL- 
PHABET OF MANLINESS book from a few years ago and | would not 
have it any other way. If you are not a humorless stuck-up idiot, you 
will probably see the light too. 


HIBERNATION are going to release a new record, about 14 years 
after their debut LP and like 5 since their split with SLAVEBREAD. 
There's a song already online, which creates mighty high expecta- 
tions, so make sure you got your patch-filled fannypack and Bolt- 
Thrower shirt ready for some insane pit action when this lands. 


So after being convicted and jailed for literally being human gar- 
bage, IAN WATKINS from LOST PROPHETS is still doing music 
and was apparently grooming someone from behind bars. Who in 
their right fucking mind would even consider facilitating him? 


25 TA LIFE reformed without RICK TA LIFE for 2017’s THIS IS 
HARDCORE in Philadelphia. Well, aside from being a caricature of 
a 1990s NYHC personality who ended up scamming a bunch of 
people (while possibly suffering from mental health issues, for 
which | genuinely wish him well), he has a habit of hanging out with 
Neo-Nazis and racists (for which he deserves to have his teeth 
knocked out). If you genuinely want a good laugh, check out that 
video of him perfoming with some random kid on the electric guitar 
at a BBQ somewhere in NYC. Almost sad. 


OVERLOAD have recorded a new album and it's about fucking 
time. I've pretty much scratched my CD copy of Godkiller to shit 
and need some new tunes. Review in the next issue. They are 
also on another European tour, so look out for them. 


Too many Nu Metal bands are “coming back” (which is terrible in 
itself), so | predict that within the next two years or so, you will see a 
lot of those haircut emo/screamo bands doing the rounds again, in 
some form or another. My question though is whether the world is 
really ready fora BROKENCYDE reunion. Because it will happen. 


The guy from AUSTRIAN DEATH MACHINE was released on 
parole after serving two years for trying to hire a hit-man to take 
out his wife and now he wants to reform AS I LAY DYING. | guess 
his time in prison must have really messed with his fucking mind. 


BOLD have yet to release their new LP. | am begining to lose faith. 
What's up with this GUNS N’ ROSES attitude towards releasing 
music? | mean even BLACK FLAG has even come back with a 
(terrible) new record. Get your shit together, yeah? 


| recently visited CAMBRIDGE in a looong time and was disap- 
pointed to see that a bunch of cool shops have shut down, the 
town is full of eateries (Mexican seems to be all the rage) and 
that the music venue situation is still a bit crap. It was a bit surreal 
having a pint in the area that was once was the stage of the MAN 
ON THE MOON. On the plus side, it was pretty cool to see that 
there are a couple new cool record stores, like RELEVANT RE- 
CORDS and BLACK BARN MUSIC. At least you now have a 
place to score some quality hardcore without paying an arm and 
leg on postage, so that’s a win. 


So someone “fucked up” at a pressing plant in Germany and 
pressed ZEX songs on a BEYONCE LP. That's some fucking 
pretty cool split there. Unfortunately, ZEX have been dropped by 
their label over sexual harassment allegations. So for every neat 
story in the world, there is some terrible shit going on. 


+ViIDEOGRMES 


LONG-AWAITED FLOPS THAT 
ACTUALLY THAT TERRIGLE AFTER ALL. 


DUKE NUKEM FOREVER 

Most of the valid criticism, in my eyes, is 
the awkward blend of ‘realistic’ and 
‘arcade’ FPS gameplay. Duke Nukem 
3D was perhaps the finest 90s arcade 
FPS that was not made by Id Software, 
so there is no reason Duke can’t hold 
more than 2 (or 4) weapons at a time. 
The outdated, ultra-masculine ‘humor’ S 
is an inherent part of the series. You can r - 

argue it’s misogynistic or sexist, but that /| VERDICT: Not as bad as some of the 
has been pretty much the case since /other games (like “Planet of the Babes”) 
forever, so you are a bit late to jump on | that came out between DN3D and DNF. 
that fucking criticism train. 


ALIENS: COLONIAL MARINES 
Sure, the graphics and Alien Al were a 
joke, but don’t forget, this is a game 
about the Colonial Marines. I’m sure that 
in the Alien universe they are not fighting 
xenomorphs all the time, so | really don't 
get the whole “why am | fighting androids 
and the Company?” bullshit. Fuck, that is 
why the first two AVP games on the PC 2 
were so good; it made sense to expand ~ ‘ 
the lore in that direction. If you are exclu- | VERDICT. This__ is an average, 
sively fighting hordes of xenomorphs, | by-the-numbers FPS with a sketchy 
that means that Hicks and his buddies | Story, but decent amounts of fan-service. 
were a bunch of clueless rookies, right? 


STUPIO SHIT ABOUT THAT COOL-LOOHI 
SUPER nmInTEnoo mint COMSOLE. 


- No TMNT IV: Turtles In Time? NO PARTY. ~ 
- Why the fuck does Japan get SSF Il, while EU/US gets SFIl Turbo?! . 

- There is literally NO FUCKING REASON why the manuals are not included a: as 
PDFs on the console to view and for reference purposes. NO REASON. 

4 - Only 21 out of 720+ games released is fucking ridiculous. Hell, they could have 
included half a dozen shitty ones, so gamers can get that depressed feeling in the 
1990s on Christmas from the gifts of well-meaning, but clueless elder relatives. 

- It was cool including Star Fox 2, but why not go the extra mile and make new tracks 
for Super Mario Kart or F-Zero? Can't be that fucking hard in 2017, yeah? 
VERDICT: I'd buy it, but only to jailbreak and add a ton of games that are missing. 


STUPIO SHIT THAT MARES OLO-SCHOOGOL 
u GAMES THE FUCHING WORST. 
ulous difficulty: This is at the old-school era’s version of 
grinding, i.e. totally unncessary bullshit design to pad a playthrough’s 
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length, with a hint of arbitrary sadism. These are hold-ups from arcade 
games, which were designed to eat coins. Home systems don’t need this 
sort of bullshit, as you have already paid for the game. There is literally no 
reason for “easy” to have live or continue limitations and if you can’t store 
your high score, what is the fucking point of that at all? 


GAME OVER! 
Your score was: 4500 
»Continue 
End 


Your password is: 


SAZbd£hj 1OGPEBi = 
14040000301 1G67D SED, 
Are you fucking kidding me? 


‘Creative liberties’ with source material: The first video-game | really 
obsessed about was the first TMNT game on the NES. | was beyond happy 
when | got it along with the console for Christmas. But wait a minute, what's 
will all this random shit flying around? | can see Bepop and Rocksteady, but 
where the fuck is Krang? Why is there a goddamn chainsaw guy and 
Marvel's Johnny Storm chasing me round in the sewers? Have you read the 
comic book, watched the show or even seen the goddamn action figures? 


Actual game not as awesome 


graphics: Look, | understand that you can only do so much with 

512KB of space and 16 colors, but if you are asking me to use more imagina- 

tion than it takes to read a book or play a board game, just to get a vague 
thins 


impression of the world you have created, you have done somet g wrong. 
It's great being ambitious and all, but how about you make something like 
Tetris, where swish graphics are not really the point, rather than attempt to 
render scenes from Star Wars on a dot matrix screen. Know your limits, eh? 


Taxonomically speaking, modern-day 
» birds aren't just descended from dino- 
saurs (theropods, to be specific), they 
» are literally the survivors of dinosaurs, 
so show some fucking respect, yeah? 


; 5 ‘ 
The spikes at the end of a dinosaur tal 
(like 2 stegosaurus) are called the 
» a term coined by Gary 


“thagomizer”, n e 
| (cored ina 1982 Far Side comic. It 
was designed through evolution to fuck 


up your day if you cross its path. 


Be sh, 5 


The period of time sepa- 
rating a Tyrannosaurus 
and a Stegosaurus is 
greater than the period 
separating a Tyranno- ° 
saurus and mankind. 
Don't bother looking that 
up in the Bible. 


Science has found that DNA has a 521 
year half-life, meaning the oldest 
clone-able samples of “dino DNA” could 
be no more than 2 million years old, ruling 
out any possibility of ever replicating them, 
as the last ones were wiped out about 65 
million years ago. So you are better off 
weaponizing wild geese and ostriches if 
you want to see some Jurassic Park shit. 


It wasn’t so much the dust cloud sun 
blocking out the sun that wiped out the 
dinosaurs, as much as the 2000 CUBIC 
KILOMETERS of EARTH that was ini- 
tially ejected when the meteorite 
crashed and then came down - on fire. 
All that flaming dirt that rained down and 
burned everything on the surface must 
have been like the sort of firestorms 
that Earth Crisis was on about. 


Zang Ba; 


Some dinosaurs with super strong tails, 
like the Apatosaurus, could wag their 
tails so hard, that they could break the 
sound-barrier and create SONIC | 
BOOMS. Suddenly, Primal Rage doesn’t |] 
seem too far-fetched, does it? 


4 However awesome dinosaurs might have 
been, modern fauna ain't doing too bad. Aside 
from humanity literally being able to hamess 

~ the power of the atom, blue whales still outsize 
pretty much all known dinos, while cheetahs 
have been the defacto Usain Bolt of the animal 
kingdom ever since they showed up. 
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VM BARELY ALIVE, 
MY HEART JUST SUNK AT THE THOUGHT 
OF WHERE YOU'RE AT, YOU'RE NOT WITH ME 
AnD I MN {Osint ST THE GENTER OF MY Ft 
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AUC CRUSHES ME TO KNOL! 
VERY WORD | WROTE TO YOU 

= EVER SAU THE LIGHT OF AY 
sllt0110 uit HAVECHANGED A THING?” 
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Descendents were fucking dope. Contrary to expectations. _ 
| was fully expecting LDN to be locked down following the >.< 
previous nights jihadi antics, Milo's vocal chords to have 
betrayed the Spirit of '77, Dom and | to have overindulged in 

the capital's delicious craft beers to make it on time if at all, 

and whatever record label insisting that the new album be 
4 played instead of the classics, and the support to be totally 
oy wank. 


Fortunately only the last of those expectations was true, and 
we were so half cut on double dry hopped hazy IPAs we only 
caught the awful end of them anyway, yet just in time to give 

/\ a masterclass in crowdsurfing/finger-pointing at the main 
event when a resplendent Milo belted through all of their 

, classics flawlessly. 
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Descendants were too good! Genuinely 
really impressed they could put on a show 
that good still. Although | noticed Milo had 
one of those water backpacks with the 
, hose on under his shirt. | assume it was 
* water in there. 
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oh Water back packs: best used 
to keep you hydrated and 

gle Pt = t/ready to go off, when older. 
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--An Club / Athens / 14 July 2017 


MDC are one of those classic US hardcore bands that everyone ought to give a 
listen or two. They have been around for some time now and don’t seem to have 
ever really go away, so chances are you will get the opportunity to see them. | first 
# saw them in 2015 at Fluff Fest, but | don’t remember much about their set because 
| was having too much fun getting wasted in a field all weekend, so | decided to 
check them out two years later in Athens, with a more sober and attentive mind. 


ee bd 


Usually my friends in Athens are reserved 
about seeing big band, but they were all into 
seeing MDC. After having bought tickets a 
month in advance (how grown up), we 
marched in and proped ourselves at the 
edge of where the pit typically emerges, to 
get a good view of the bands and not feel 
entirely like alcoholic old-timers by the bar. 
The local support bands, Defrosted and 
AAdos Kéoypos were alright, but you could 
tell people were holding back for MDC, who § 
finally came on at around midnight. 
Althought it was the middle of a heat-wave in 
July, people went off. 


o 


It was great seeing younger people being into them so much, along with the 

§ token old dudes who seemingly haven't set foot to a gig in a couple decades 
and decided to let loose and unleash all of that adult life frustration on an 
unassuming crowd of younglings. | got fairly drunk and enjoyed the casual 
mayhem and in-between song banter, which obviously wasn't as entertain- 
ing as NOFX or whatever, but definitely didn’t feel like a goddamn lecture. 
There were some rather touching moments though, such as when Dave 
spoke about him being sober for quite some time. Neverthenelss, another 
score for the old people and proof that all you need is good fucking tunes. (im 
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|, . 2 split 7° records 
1 silk-screened poster 
Beer count: 7 


- — ——— shes — ———— esormenick 
£ [Some times being old means that you die, but that can also happen if you are 
“young and stupid. Which brings us to Sublime, or rather Sublime With Rome. Let's 
be honest, while Sublime With Rome is more or less a shill of a band capitalizing on 
* Sublime’s good name, it is also a competent tribute act and some of the original 
4 Material is pretty dam good if you squint real hard and don’t pay attention to the band 
& y name. So, with that aside, —— lathan’s take on aihelr recent: gig in London...] 
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& “modern” “classic” 


oo ” 
| was a wee bit apprehensive when 1 | ordered tickets for this ‘gig... im not 
really big on bands reforming decades after losing a vital member of said 
7 band. Especially when it's a band you have a real fondness and nostalgia / 
for. Most people aren't in fairness | guess. | needn't have worried too much. 
We got into the venue halfway through the final support act (due to a beer 


sesh on some park in Camden, aways a classy affair), General Rootz. 
PEM 


Milena 


i % 
They were ok, they definitely had | the crowd in the right mood, elbows and ;; 
knees all over the place! We had a nice big crew of Cambridge folk repre: 
senting for the occasion. Some of whom I'd heard Sublime for the first tim 
years back, nostalgia was definitely the main part of the night for everyone. *) % 
=n The sound-system was blasting through old two-tone classics when all of a f 


sudden the music slowly died...| was waiting in line, a fucking huge one aterodters 
nese ¢ that, at the bar. 
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é The band came on stage then BAM! Beers and cheers go fucking every- “*' 
& where! The bassline to ‘Date Rape’ starts and the crowd goes batshit! It's the 
best and loudest almost karaoke style gig I've been to, at points the crowd are = 
singing so loud you almost can’t hear Rome! And props to Rome, the guy gets ~ 
& shit but | gotta say he killed it, BAM! Song number 2, Smoke Two Joints. 
~ Shepherds Bush is in a frenzy, everybody's dancing and singing. The vibe is § 
, amazing, the bad are so tight and on point. BAM! Wrong Way. The other great 
¢9 thing about tonight is just the feeling of unity, everyone (including the band) 
are in such high spirits. There’s 17 year olds skanking next to couples in their 
“ mid to late 30's and it's great. Even the later material from ‘Sirens’ and ‘Yours 
Truly’ gets the crowd cresting and skankin’ like a bunch of loons. 


*: Not to the same extent as “he classics maybe but ney, that | was 100 be 7, 
s expected. | was a bit gutted there was no ‘Seed’ or ‘We're gonna die for our 
arrogance’, faster tunes to really get the blood going, but I’m still left with a 
smile that has me looking like a cheshire cat on ecstasy. They close up with 
= ‘What | Got’, some decent newer songs than truly bring the roof down with > 
) x ‘Santeria’. | feel as though I'm a 16 year old stoner again, it’s bliss. If | was to 

, have only one gripe with the band, despite the fucking rad performance, it “0 
would be that The Offspring weren't up next. That US tour really rubbed our * 
\A faces in it. gine than that, tonight was awesome. % 


MILLIONS OF DEAD Cops 
‘ADRASIVE>* WHEELS iy 
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FRIOAY ttm AUGUST 2017 ¢. 
‘LONDON 0; SHEPHERDS BUSH EMPIRE g 


‘SATURDAY 21m AUGUST 2017 ¢ 
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TOUR 2017 


‘SUNDAY 4th JUNE 
2 ACADEMY BRIXTON - LONDON 
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Would you ‘like to be our “boots on the ground”? CRUCIAL’ ZINE i is y 


always looking for chill people to venture out into the uknown and send 
us detailed field reports. If you think you have what it takes, get in touch 
and we'll arrange some sort of tactical mission, yeah? 


MIDDLE AGE LIFE IN A YOUTH CULTURE 
1a 


J$5.NOW WHA 
JS. } VJ V4 K 
ea D> ra ex z 
So there you are, moshing it up in a basement with the 
local knuckleheads, when mid-way through the fourth 
breakdown, you feel the need to take a breather and 
you end up on the side-lines for the rest of the show. In 
the post-gig shit-talking outside, you realize that you 
are the only dude who can genuinely remember when 
Raybeez was alive (plus your knees are still killing you 
and you need to sit down). Holy fuck, you are fucking 
old. What next? Do you drop out and get back into 
comic books or what? 


One of the first things you need to realize is that you will now have a slight 
‘sketchy’ vibe in a scene predominantly populated by 16-to-25-year-olds, 
which will only grow more intense as the years go by, whether you like it or not. 
The years of abuse (physical and mental) have likely left you visibly older and 
your dress sense slightly off, veering on the embarassing. To everyone else 
outside of your scene, you are a man-child playing dress up over the weekend 
(that lasts all week), not a cool dude-bro into the sweet mosh. You are at 
© constant war with the harsh reality of being the sketchy out of place dude, 
caught in the vortex between teenage angst and crushing adulthood. Be cool, 


Obviously you can ‘update’ your persona }. 

and become a skinhead if you are going 

bald, straight edge if you can’t afford the 

hangovers and crust/punk if you are still 

living with your parents, but you need to 

be careful to not be too obvious about it. 

You are probably better off embracing the 

fact that you are older and prefer the 

sensible dad jeans, rather than whatever 

the fuck it is that kids like to wear these 

days. You are encouraged to hold onto 

some token items of clothing and style 

that you still have close to your heart, but 

bear in mind that you will look like a ‘cool 

dad’ desperately trying to be cool, only gMefe)qetiaomu-b<sinNin a4 ma 
sadder, because this is the real world, so AWUseidelohVoWiar lure nkosi 
leave those super baggy flarred jeans in (REWRteN@ricerA nse Pee 
your closet, along with the Tribal jersey. 


Take your pick, old man! Option (A) comes in both original and 
while Sten (B) doesn’t really have any time for your bulls! 
a: 


By this point, itis more than likely that you are single because your idea c of emotions i 
shedding a tear during the breakdown for “As One”. So in your midlife scene crisis, you f= 
are likely gunning for 20y.o. scene queens racking up high-scores; bitter 30y.0.’s who see 
their younger counterparts ursurping their former territories; and regressive “Mad Max” 
45y.0. stragglers acting like their 20yo predecessors, because they are basically going 
the same motions as you are. Everyone else probably thinks you are weird, so you 
should probably avoid anyone younger, unless you really are some sort of creepy old guy © 
(in which case, drop this fanzine and go fuck yourself). You may fair better if you used to 
be in a sweet band or whatever, so play that shit up all you can. Just keep in mind that 
being with someone else will help you find your flaws (nobody points them out better than 
a better/worse half). If you don't really like the prospect of hookers, pom and crushing 
loneliness, you could try looking outside of your scene, but come on, do you really think 
you will find someone out there who will give a shit about what you think of the Warzone 
reissues or the heinous postage rates from the US? | really don't think so, champ. 


MT HUSTC/DEMEANOR lohud 


Fe 
Things are a lot easier when it comes to music. 
Being old means that you can legitimately listen to 
just two or three bands “from back in the day’ (i.e. 
before 1997) and nobody will bat a fucking eyelid. 
So basically you can avoid all of these garbage 
post-metal sludge bands that are everywhere 
these days and still be a vibrant part of your scene, 
by virtue of being old enough to remember the 
‘better times’ that everyone yaps about with 
rose-tinted mosh goggles. You are also in a privi- 
leged position to make shit up with your old friends 
bands nobody really kes anymore. and when challenged, just respond with threats of 
Note: ‘Champion poster has been taken Physical violence. This | is one of those rare 
down and will be burned at some point. instances where it helps if you have cultivated the 
‘sketchy’ older dude vibe and carry a knife. 
——__—  «;°§F 


peng old means you are into “classy” 


So basically that it is, for the time being at least. Shit 
might get even weirder when you are 50. Remember, 


you are basically fighting the forces of cultural entropy § 


here, so it takes a lot of effort to fight off “old-man” 
decay and still be relevant enough to get at pass at 
being alright to hang out with. You might be tempted to 
start listening to the Smiths, the Cure, Run The Jewels 
or some other rubbish hype bands, but stay true to 
your record collection and stick to uncomplicated jams 
(less is always more). The ultimate “trick” is to still give 
a shit about your scene by confidently not giving a shit 
about it in the first place, so it looks like you really do 
give a massive shit about it after all, but you got 
unprecedented leves of jaded coolness. | know it may 
sound a tad bit /nceptiony, but really, that is it, trust me. 
Just train your thoughts to go around in circles all the 


time, just like a reall i 

i 0h Rem 2 

The sooner you come to terms with your impending 
scene expiration date, the more you can work on your 
exit plan by making it a brilliant time, for you and the 
scene, before you finally get that sweet promotion at 
work and can afford to buy all the awesome shit you 
want and need to fill the void in your empty and 
thrill-free husk of a life simulation. 


Don't forget to get a real haircut 
at some point, lose some weight 
and stop grinning like an idiot in 
front of the camera, yeah? 
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A Bobatron 9K Investigation 


a a Lt) =a 

My first introduction to ska was via NOFX, at 15, but It wasn’t until | moved to the UK 
where | really got into it. For a while it seemed that every local scene had a band trying to 
imitate the pop/ska of Less Than Jake or the grittier sound of Rancid and Leftover Crack. 
Unsurprisingly, the fad died about five years later and a lot of those bands broke up or 
went emo. A few have carried on, so | decided to look into the “smaller” bands that still 
make me want to dance like | am falling backwards in reverse, in slow motion. 


They've been around for years and survived the 
‘falling out’ of ska punk’s love affair with the main- 
stream. Although | have no idea as to their dance 
ile scene credentials (not being involved with it in the 
2 slightest), the fact that they have progressively 
fax enriched their sound with beats and production 
¢ values demonstrates their conviction. With a 
\____ _..totally sweet anti-racist, anti-sexist message, there 
is little to fault. | might be a bit biased, having inter- 
i, viewed and opened for them, but | have always 
maintained that they are as sincere as you can get 

and have a zero tolerance for rock star bullshit. 


RANDOM HAND 


Possibly one of the hardest bands on this 
list, these guys didn’t hide their love for 
metal and hardcore. Semantics aside, 
they toured relentlessly and down the 
country with a rather intense, hardcore 
live presence. Their records also 
captured that live show feel and I’d argue 
they were better than CapDown (who 
came and went before them). Sadly they 
broke up after some line-up changes 
over the years, but they seem to have 
recently returned for a few reunion 
shows. If you are lucky enough to catch 
one, don’t miss the opportunity to do so. 


avy 


RX BANDITS/ 


These guys started off as a LTJ/RBF 
rip-off, but they propably started 
smoking a bit too much weed and went 
full-on reggae. Seeing them live 
cemented my appreciation for them. 
Then later they probably started 
dropping acid and getting into obscure 
religious philosophy, because they 
went a bit prog-rock. For a while they 
were “about to make it’, but like a 
billion other bands they did not. Unlike 
said billion bands though, they slowl 
moved on to building broader sound- 
scapes on each record. This is one of 
those odd Srampies where failing to 
“make it’ actually has a profoundly 
positive effect on fhe band’s output. 


4 I'm not sure how they manag 


Just kidding, they were the epitome 
of the ska/punk world’s one-trick 
ony and will probably re-re-re-re-re- 
lease that one song some people 
liked in 1998 at some point. 


@ Seriously, if you have no love for the 


Aquabats, you must be made of stone or 
something. What's wrong with you? But 
yeah, like the RX Bandits, the Aquabats 
managed to overcome obscurity by devel- 
oping their sound, following their near 
brush with fame in the late 1990s (*cough* 
Baron von Tito/Travis Barker *cough*), 
only unlike the RX Bandits they are now 
more popular than ever! For a while they 
adopted a more new wave sound, but 
their latest release has more of a Less 
Than Jake vibe, with the ever-present 
Power Rangers-meets-the Monkees the- 
atrics. Possibly the only band that | can 
enjoy with an eight year-old. 


to get signed to Hell 


Cat for their first record, but despite the shit produc- 
tion, you could see that there was more going on. Lyri- 


hadn't been exposed to; these guys playing punk 
rock did not have chains or mohawks, they wore 
tracksuits and were probably called Kev, Gaz and 


cally they touched upon a side of British culture | I 


Stu. Despite a certain “chaviness”, they let that urban = au 
grime explode on their second record, which really Haj 
feally excited me when it came out. Ten years on, ==— 


ney still straddle that fine line between 
and the grime-inspired ska. 


ferce punk ee 
roe punl : 


Totally sweet bands 
varie checking out 


xoms GREECE 


Greece has a totally sweet history of punk rock. Unlike what goes on in many other European 
countries, punk rock has mostly remained a DIY affair, without any bands ‘making it big’ ~ 
**' enough to attract mainstream attention. That is not to say that they play in front of a handful 
» of apathetic teenagers; just have a look at Vodka Juniors (who also thrashed the fuck out of 
Cambridge eons ago). What that means is that there is a very strong DIY anarchist and © 
activist movement that sort of keeps it that way, for better or for worse. Even the poppier 
bands end up playing squats and DIY spaces, Here are some of the newer, wicked bands 
your “cool” know-it-all hipster friends from down the pub have probably never heard of (yet). 


Os \ 


ANTIMOB are from Athens and slay 
fast, hard-hitting punk hardcore with a 
hint of crust. The members are also in 
a ton of other bands, like the (defunct) 
© Gutter and Xwpi¢ Oikto (Horis Ikto = 

”No Remorse”). No stupid metal, just 

total straight-to-the-point powerful 

jams to blow your mind in the pit. 
+; Check out their self-titled LP and 
handful 7” EPs for the real deal at 
antimob.bandcamp.com 


Dirty Wombs are from 
| Patra and released the finest 
7” for 2016 as far as | am 
concerned: the guitar shred- 
ding on “Wrecked Youth” is 
quite phenomenal. Like all 
modern Greek bands, they »’ 
have a sweet crust founda- 
tion upon which they have 

| added some cool hardcore 
and metal superstructres to 
make for a rather epic 
ere} soundscape. 


3 
fewreck are also from 
» Athens and have been around .. 
, for a bit longer than some of 

q the others on thi: 
_’ unfortunately and like a lot of 
Greek bands, they aren’t all 
that active, as far as their dis- »,, 
‘A cography goes. Nevertheless * 

- their fastcore / powerviolence 
,, racket has always gone down 
ic, a fucking treat. Aside from a 


4, Napoguopos (Paroxismos = 
‘Paroxism”) from Athens started off a 
one-man band tribute to the 1990s 
highly politicized Greek hardcore 
, scene, which was predominantly influ- 
nced by Amebix and all those other 


rock and thrash metal in fascinating 
new ways. On the B-side of the 12” 
reissue of their demo they cover a load 
the hit songs that golden era. After a 
handful of EPs, a few more people 
from other sweet bands joined the 
ranks and they jave started playing 
shows as a full band, which | am 
happy to report are “fucking superb”. 
paroksysmos.bandcamp.com 


Procrastinate come from ,, 
Karditsa, in the north of Greece, 
and have a more modern spin } 
on the epic crust game with 
totally sweet shredding and 
pounding breakdowns. While ‘“° 
they may not really reinventing 
the wheel here, but | can admit 
that their stuff has psyched me 
way more than the latest 
, Tragedy and Wolfbrigade LPs. 
procrastinatecrust.band- 
camp.com 


One Last Round from Piraeus ~ 
» have only been around for a few 
years and caught my attention at 
a few random live shows. 
Although they have a distinctly 
more “American” sound, thank- * 
fully they are not really one of | 
those a chugga chugga metal- 
| core bands that everyone seems 
‘to like. They have a distict NYHC 
skinhead influence, which 
(makes my ears (and mosh 
glands) really happy, especially 
gon their latest LP. 
onelastround.bandcamp.com 


Fi) : % 
My Turn are based in Volos, but 
were originally from Athens. = 
(tv Having been around for a few 
y years and after the inevitable ~ 
am line-up change, their youth L 
crew-esque PMA _ sound has 
moved on from H20 to a harder, 
crunchier sound like No Turning 
1 Back. Their singer Apostolis is } 
possibly one of the most active, 
y solid dudes, constantly touring 
and putting out records, so buy & 
him a cool gingerale or a smoothie 
< if you bump into him anywhere ~~~ 
across Europe, yeah? 
myturn.bandcamp.com 


(Older bands that still rip, but may ) M Oo ne E (3) 


or may not be around any more: 


Panx Romana (punk/reggae), Xnpikh Emidnpia [Chemical Disease] (grind/hc), Stress 
(punk), Navixés [Panic] (punk/hc), Xaotikd TéAog [Chaotic End] (punk/crust), Fevid Tou 
Xdoug [Chaos Generation] (punk/postpunk), Avtidpaon [Reaction] (hc/metal), Xaopa 
[Chas] (punk rock), Alt TC (hc/punk), Nautia [Nausea] (crust/hc), Xaotik Aidotaon 
[Chaotic Dimension] and Avaoa £1axTn [Ashen Breath] (punk/hc) among others... 


EE eo 


YOU SHOULDA QUIT AFTER 
THAT FES Secor BRA. 


) 


| 
i 
staying your welcome and not realizing it. Some- 
times it takes ages and a load of terrible records to finally put 1+1 together and finally throw in 
the towel and break up. This doesn't necessarily mean quiting music altogether, it just means 
“hey asshole, just start another fucking band”, Starting with this issue, I'll be pointing out some 
of these cases, so you can bitch and moan at me about it next time you see me in the pit. 
a FF ) SF r 


rOval ONO 


From all the reading and interviewing I've done through the ages, I’ve concluded 
that nobody does mid and late 1980s hardcore better than the Bad Brains and the 
Cro-Mags. I'll bitch about the Bad Brains, but they actually released more than 
one great LP. The Cro-Mags, however, did not. A true New York band, they 
blended the early and mid-1980s NYHC sound with a more metal vibe and had |— 
the attitude to go with it. John Joseph was (and still is, to many extents) as mental 
a frontman as HR was back in the day, while the Harley/Mackie rhythm section 
pretty much set the golden standard for hardcore. Their first LP was a total classic 
that everyone should get into, but everything after that... eh, not as much. 


FINVIONIA =AGIOVEL 


All you need to do is read up on the beef between John and Harley, to get an idea 
why this great band declined. It doesn’t even really matter who you believe is to 
‘blame’ for the highschool drama bullshit, the end result is that their musical part- 
nership soured and that shows a lot on everything that followed that first LP. Even 
pn the few occassions where they managed to patch things up a bit to record 
something together, the results pale in comparisson to that first record and not just 
because of “the first record/demo is always better” rule (which is correct about 
80% of the time). Everything just seems and sounds a bit uninspired, like a des- 
perate attempt to recapture that early rage along with more contemporary 
influeces that really just dilute everything to shit. 

2 BE i Pe PE eee 2 
If you find someone who claims that anything other than “The Age of Quarrel” is 
their best stuff (or even close), they are a fucking poser liar. | can’t imagine that 
John performs much stuff off those later records with his Cro-Mags lineup and I'd 
imagine Harley plays that stuff since he wrote a lot of those songs. But in any 
case, nobody is going to want to hear any of it over anything off the first record. | 


guarantee that. 


KNOW YOUR ROOTS! 


Photography is an important aspect of hardcore; the raw passion of people screaming 
their hearts out over primitive sounds is as mindblowing as the music itself. Ken Salerno 
took some damn fine photos from “back in the day’, primarily based in New Jersey. 


Token Entry 


3 
io) 
no} 
x 
o 
2 
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Butthole Surfers 


Cro-Mags 


You can check out more of Ken 
Salerno's photos in pretty much 
every book that covers NYHC. He 
also recently arranged an exhibi- 
tion of some of his photos. 


Murhpy’s Law 


TEN REASONS WHY 


RAY 


APPO 


IS BETTER THAN 


JESUS CHRIST 


WARNING: This is not an original piece, | saw it floating on the net, but | cannot find 
the original source. Whoever the original wnier is, | salute you and owe you a pint (at 
least). | recreated the original because the scan | had was of a rather poor quality. 


Ray Cappo has done some shocking 
things. Like Shelter. But he’s still an 
awesome guy. Some of you look to lan 
MacKaye and Henry “Junkyard Wars” 
Rollins to be your personal saviors. 
You are wrong. In recent years there’s 
been a creep by the name of Jesus 
(featured here in his ‘Roid Rage form) 
into the hardcore scene to steal souls. 
Not on my watch. 


Tuner to was the fuck 
up! appo is bein: 

rehabilta as the 
savior of hardcore and 
I'm counting on you — 
each and every one of 
you — to become loyal 
and faithful disciples. 


PHYSICALLY STRONG? 
MORALLY STRAIGHT? 


The Legend that i 


TASO 


S PANTOS 


Born 5 May 1976 at Korydallos 
Height 1.70 m (5 ft7 in) 
Playing position: Defender 


Career stats 

Years / Team / Apps/ Goals 
‘98-03 Proodeftiki 95/6 
‘03-10 Olympiacos 132 /0 
“10-13 PAS Giannina 80 /0 
Total: 307/6 


Honors 
Greek Championship: 2005, 
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 

Greek Cup: 2005, 2006, 2008, 
2009 

Greek Super Cup: 2007 

4A wy, Greek Second Division: 2011 


Anastasios “Tasos” Pantos is a retired Greek footballer. He primarily played the right 
back position, but he also operated as a left back. Over the years, he became famous 
for his speed, steady physica condition and his exceptional work ethic. Pantos estab- 
lished himself in Proodeftiki in the 1998/99 season. Despite a relegation the following 
season, Pantos remained at the Korrydallos stadium and was an influential figure as 
they won promotion back to the top division two years later. 

THN REAR EAN — PNY EE, TT ALLS AP! NTS OS LE EN v Pie 
He scored rst top-flight goal against AEK in December 2002. After playing regularly 
for Proodeftiki in 2002/03, he joined Olympiacos FC, where his star was to shine the 
brightest. He played for the Piraeus-based team for seven years, where he established 
himself as a reliable back, capable of covering both right and left flanks. 4 


Perhaps his most memorable appearance was in the 20! f 
fe, Champions League group stage match against Real Madrid in 
‘Ce Piraeus. Playing as a left back, Pantos dominated on his side, 
>. giving Real's star-player (at the time) Robinho nit 
Png i 4 i 


j} up the pace in the two games that followed against Chelsea jj 
just ask Joe Cole), Olympiacos conceeded 3 goals in London, 
us ending rather a succesful campaing for the “Reds”. Pantos 
left for PAS Giannina in 2010 and ended his career three years 
4 later, after helping his team return to the Greek Super League. 
These days he is a couch for Olympiacos’ U17 squad. 


NOFX - THE | 


Endless eveniin s (oe non- exist 
gre getting shorter, monotonous, 
like an intruder, | I betong outside 


| | Fie ugh | fing inyselt right back 
e same pag was before, 
saying things say once more: 


There's ng reason for me to be renee n 
eel so lonesome, surrounded by friends 
lu oO are ta ald about me, saying things p 


could care less abou 
jalogue is without _—_ 


\ 


this 


oo. 
Worth, content, Sit ey . 
: conversational ambivalence: 


Hear the same thin 

ust ain‘ 
I'm not t o> one to page the hast 
Give ne eign fhe | can tl my ie 


ede time, mea st ory 
that | haven oa heard am lion | times efore, 
| pass out from b oredom:: 


As | watch the p apes pass, 
see moments ih their Vives, 
nothing pasatiog: 
Are we all living for the past? 

lever realizing, we're ee to 
an erripty bag ; 


Mm Lacking content, signifcance 
Conversational am va ence: 
Say the, same @ thing every night) 
just ain't ri 
we'll yee aga ieft naa 


Fun were a Gs edge band from the ;. - 

late 1990s that injected some humor into". ° 

their music, during a time when every- .*. 

"one seemed to be super serious about 

+, everything. After 3 LPs, a handfull of EPs ' : 
called it quits. With everyone getting seri- 


Sa anda movie, the band has (seemingly) 


|touch with the main man behind the | +: 
band, Mr. Issa, to see what is up and |. " 
©) whether we can expect a triumphant , « 


* retum of the Good Clean Fun Crew. Pie 


So what's n new ‘with the Good Clean Fun Crew, what are you all up to? Last thing | i 
heard/saw was the movie you released ages ago. a 


= Be" AT 
The last thing we did asa band was the 2010 reunion tour. It was a a week of 
shows in Europe where we finally managed to make it to Russia (two previ- 
ous attempts had failed due to visa issues). Since then, I’ve been firmly in 
* parent land, which is a place that involves very little music that isn’t for | 
kids—like actual kids, not hardcore “kids”. 


Now that GCF i is seemingly in a state of suspended animation, how do vol think 
. your mission statement of putting the Ha! Back into hardcore panned out? Are |; 
“ hardcore kids as stuck up as ever? Is everyone too PC to crack a joke or is every- 
one numoniess these days? 
ES re ‘es a 5 
! have to be perfectly honest and say | have no idea! | still ill keep up with m 
- hardcore friends and go to shows of old hardcore bands, but I’m completely 
-* out of touch with new hardcore. | assume it is still there, and I'm sure itis still _* 
| awesome... but I don’t know enough about it to really sey anything. tee 
a Si : ’ 
| “| istened to the discography CD after ages and noticed that on Coll: Edge i youl ee 
re-recorded the spoken vi word bit What was that about? ‘ 
r eee ee eed 
For the Seon. I remixed everything... -a few parts of some songs were |: ° 
, missing or deficient in some way, So a few things were re-done. That was - .* 
“..' one of them. J should probably Mm snake up a fake story... . 
2 + > 


Ona semi related. note, I'd love it if you did an acoustic ‘project with all the usual youth " 
crew yells and singalongs. Just saying :) . 


F | get hundreds of requests for this every week, so I’ve actually considered it. 
Not really. You are actually the first person who has ever expressed any inter- 
est in this. While | feel very comfortable screaming, my “singing” voice leaves 
a lot to be desired and is really only any good when compared to my guitar 
playing. . 

ras 


(MS 

i One of my favorite songs Soy ‘yours is ‘I Can't Wait” (one of the first | learned 'o play on 
the guitar, 15 years ago); what is your take on the (perceived?) cash-incentivized re- 
unions of bands that broke up 10, 20 years ago? Is there a difference between say 
Youth of Today doing the rounds every few years to what Refused or At-The Drive In 
did (ie, coming back out of retirement because there was a legitimate demand)? 

rw? 2 a a 

| Every band’s reason for reuniting is different. But | can’t think of a single hard- 
core band that actually reunited “for the money”. When you get older and 
have more responsibilities, money has to play some consideration...but usu- ff 
ally there isn’t enough money in reuniting to make it worth it if that’s your only 
consideration. 


Bands like Refused or ATDI certainly got paid tons of money to reunite—but 
_™ they also became so popular during their retirement, that I’m sure they were § 
~ already making good money off record royalties, right? | just saw Youth of 
») Today earlier this year, and they bring it just as hard as they ever did. It was 
such a good show. 
: SMT 2 ee 
"Asa musician, there is something fun about getting the band back together 
Especially as you get older and life might not be quite as exciting as it was 
§) touring with a band. Suddenly that other band member you couldn't stand the 
sight of anymore isn’t so bad. Time heals all wounds. At least a little. So | get 
§) why bands do reunions...and | say if you want to do it, go for it. 


GOOD CLEAN FUN,” 


Between Christian Rock And A Hal 


” What is is ur take on the commercialized aspect of hardcore? Specifically, people 
paying obscene amounts on records and shirts. | would honestly like to support . 
’ about a billion bands that are not around anymore, but short of spending a mint on , 
‘collector’ prices, | have to resort to bootleggers or internet piracy. 
$0 Fae SE Sey a or 
| can’t relate to this at all. | honestly don’t even know what to say. | remem: 
* ber when Judge played in DC and they were selling copies of Chung King 
out of the back of their van. The idea that someone would now pay thot 
4 sands of dollars for that record is just mind-blowing. Also, | probably’ 
should have bought a few copies! 


TE Te 

Vinnie Stigma (in all his wisdom) once argued that on each record AF has to 

.. sound the same, but a little different. How challenging was it for GCF to carve out ' 

fs own sound and lyrical perspective, when taking into account that youth crew 

~ . bands seem to prenon eyes He) the same riffs and aesthetics? 


een oe 


Well, I think it's fair to ‘say ‘that most “of the GCF: song’ ong’s have music that i: 


just variations on a theme. A theme stolen from Gorilla Biscuits and 7SEC- ‘ 


ONDS. | feel like | could write those all day. The hardest part was coming up 


with lyrics that fit the theme of GCF. What generally worked best were .. 


songs where we made fun of ourselves and the scene. | think the song 
Sweet Tooth is a perfect example of that. Taking a vegan straightedge stand 
ovale sugar wasn’t obviously a joke, and that made it a great joke. 

" is ys a: 

it was smuch more difficult to write songs that weren’t about hardcore. i bent 
the rules a little there, and that was probably the biggest “change” that GCF . 
went through over the years. But at some point we had to do that...because 
. g. thers: can only b be ‘so many Songs) making fun of straightedge. 


4 lot of classic 1980s movies, series and stand-up were rife with homophobic jj 
humor, is mere anything about GCF you would | approach cirerentye 


Nohting jumps out as being problematic “Maybe as more 
something will. | don’t think that’s a bad thing. ..it would be terrible if society 
never grew. But, SO far, Vd be happy to re-say all things GCF said. 


Sa What sort of comedians and performers have inspired ‘you, both within and P 
beyond the | realm of hardcore? 


SIRE EY 2 
A This isa really long list, but Pll tryton narrow it down to the most important. sd 
You can easily spot these influences in our lyrics: Phil Ochs, Public Enemy, jj 
and Crucial Youth. Those have to be the top 3, with obvious shout-outs to 
yeECONDS and The Black Sheep. 


What exactly was it that got you into straight oat in the first place? For me it 
was the cover of Bold’s LP. Assuming you are still identify yourself as straight 
edge, has there ever been anything that has chafenged, your commitment to it? 


I grew up in DC, so straightedge was always a around me. But 
| was straightedge before | knew what it was...I’ve never been 
interested in drugs or alcohol, so finding a scene that felt the 
same way was just really nice, but it didn’t change anything. 


apome. = 


VERA Gaui; 


+ 


Over the years, straight edge has developed from a {is 
simple ‘three rules”, to a complex network of interre- j 
lated ideologies and belief systems, from veganism 
and animal rights activism to Hinduism and other 
forms of defused spirituality, all of which come with 
their own agendas, which can conflict with what 
a straight edge started off as. From your stand point 7am 
fame and experience, how do you feel about these Mm 
um changes? Is there anything that has made you go 
§ “are you fucking kidding me?” js 


a Hare Krishnas don't ‘Consider themselves 
= to be Hindus, because Hare Krishna is a 
») consciousness, not a religion. Hindus be- 
lieve in various demi-gods, while Krishnas 
believe in only one god, and see them- 
selves as the eternal servants of God—it 

is all about their relationship with the su- 

: preme being, Krishna. ky 


Also, as we all know, in Hinduism, 

» Dharma is the principle of cosmic order 
which is thought of as faith. Krishnas do 

not believe faith is Dharma because faith 
is mutable and Dharma is not. 


I learned all of this by going to hardcore 
shows in the late 1980s, which is some- 
thing you could never have convinced me 
would be possible when | first started 3 

| going to shows. Nothing will ever be more Fim 
“are you fucking kidding me” than this. 


Conl Clan ‘ut! 


* *“ 2 ee 
| used to be straight edge when | was 15 or so and like 90% of kids getting into it, | 
, dropped out when | was old enough to drink and went off to study in England. Still, 
rather than dismiss it entirely and turn into some sort of dude bro, | held onto the 
ideas of personal responsibility/growth and respecting other people’s choices and 
- circumstances. How do you respond to someone who claims that straight edge is ir- 
relevant these days? i 
= a a a 
I think that straightedge is most important when you are young. . 
For sake of argument, let’s call it teenage years. That is, without * 
doubt, the time that kids are most vulnerable to the downsides of * 
drugs and alcohol, and also the time when they feel the most peer — - 
* pressure to partake. So, even if someone stops being edge when . 
they “grow up”, I still think it had a positive impact on them. * 
2 I a + 
As an actual grown up, I still see people make bad decisions due 
-to drugs and alcohol all the time...but not as much as when we 
‘were young. i. 
: 42 Ee, 
On your last record, you had a song on the war on drugs, Where you note how sad 
+ itis that the straight edge kid has to call for the decriminalization or legalization of 
._ Marijuana. How do you feel about that now that a bunch of US states have more or | * 
._ less legalized it? Have things improved in any way? 
* = Eo SR a 
_.US drug policy is very complicated. Even thought pot i is “legal” i in 
some states, it is still illegal at the federal level. It’s really silly. The 
goal of the drug policy was to be able to charge poor people with 
crimes. I’m not sure that this has improved much, but it has proba- 
bly helped | a little in some cities/states. 
/. A ST 
On a slightly more serious matter, the election of Donald Trump seems to have divid- 
ed the US (and everyone else), with a lot of Nazi-related ideas re-emerging under * 
the sanitized and media-friendly “alt-right’. Europe, as you are probably aware, 
seems to take this re-emergence of racist and absolutist ideologies a bit serious, with 
. | clashes between Antifa and Nazis being somewhat regular. What is your take on this 
_ shit? Is it right to punch a Nazi i in the face? 
a eek! ae 


It is always right to punch a Nazi in the face. My personal style 
would be more to try to talk them out of being a Nazi...make fun of 
them, etc. it 1 100% support punching them. There is no reason ~ 
to wait u they start trying to put us in camps. If they want to . 
. preach genocide, I say we fight back i mediately. 


~ 


sie 


| 


FAN FUN 
SHAY > 
) 
can SUCK IT Lp 
% 


Ow do you write comedy about something as evil an 
believe Adorno argued that no poetry can be written 
after the Holocaust. What is your take on 


Bl think Jerry Seinfeld put this question to bed h the episode 
about making out in the movies with his girlfriend during Schin- Bj 
A ist because it was the only time they could find alone to- 


| recently saw that you commented how GCF never wrote an anti-Nazi song be- 
cause they had been dealt with when the band was still around. Is it perhaps time ii 
im fo return with new material? 


1 don't think there is actually a huge demand for that. But if the [i 
scene has a problem, if no one else can help, and if you can find 
them, maybe you can book a Good Clean Fun shot 


SS + a : 
Unlimited tolerance must lead to the disappearance of tolerance. If we extend unlimited tol- 
Ae erance even to those who are intolerant, if we are not prepared to defend a tolerant society 
against the onslaught of the intolerant, then the tolerant will be destroyed, and tolerance with 
them.—in this formulation, | do not imply, for instance, that we should always suppress the 
. ,utterance of intolerant philosophies; as long as we can counter them by rational argument 
. 4and keep them in check by public opinion, suppression would certainly be unwise. But we 
+ should claim the right to suppress them if necessary even by force; for it may easily tum out 
that they are not prepared to meet us on the level of rational argument, but begin by de- 
nouncing all argument; they may forbid their followers to listen to rational argument, be- 
. cause it is deceptive, and teach them to answer arguments by the use of their fists or pistols. 
We should therefore claim, in the name of tolerance, the right not to tolerate the intolerant.” * 
-Karl ep b ee (1945) “The. Open SOC and Its Enemies” 


Yard Duty hail from Melbourne and are Australia's premiere ‘90s punk rock cartoon theme 
experience. They are the sort of band you would probably enjoy when drinking lots of bright- 
ly-colored cocktails and coming to terms with growing old, but still crave that sweet punk 
rock. Get all the latest info on shows and releases over at facebook.com/yard.duty.90. 
The live photos are by Matt Gleeson for Ragged Press a pretty cool DIY zine covering in 
Oz, which you can check out at raggedpress.wordpress.com 


Note: Only four out of five members contributed as the bass player, Sickle, was on tour in 
the States at the time with one of his other bands, Strawberry Fist Cake “and was, no shit, 
drinking beer by a pool in LA (photo evidence was provided)”. 


So, what's the name all about? Is it some sort of Australian pop culture reference | 
don't get because | am too European? What are you guys and gal up to when you 
are not punkifying my youth? 


[Jay] Yard duty is something you get in primary school when you're a bit 
naughty. You have to walk around at recess or lunch with the teacher, usually 
picking up trash. It sucks. 


When we're not in a band, | am a courier, Sickle does audio stuff, Hinkle does 
science stuff, Tom does car stuff, and Nath does super top secret govern- 
ment work that he can't tell you about or he would have to kill you. 


Punk rock has been declared dead a bunch of times, pretty much since day one, 
but what do you know, it's still around. Why do you think that is the case? Will it ever 
die out, or will we still be listening to Crass bootlegs when we finally colonize Mars? 


[Jay] Punk isn't dead, it just goes to bed at a more reasonable hour. 
[Nath] Punk is alive, not in the original sense. It’s a fashion competition now. 
[Jay] A fashion competition that we will always win. 


With the world taking a rather sharp to the right (especially in Europe), mainstream pop 
artists (from Lady Gaga and Ariana Grande to Kid Rock) are rather politicized these, 
something which can help people enter a debate on social or political issues (from gender 
and identity, to migration and capitalism) they normally might have overlooked. Where do 
you stand on arts and politics? Should they mix? 


[Jay] I'm incredibly vocal about my politics generally, but not so much in this band. 
I think we all came to the decision early on that this was to be a fun project without 
the crap that comes along with musicians pushing their politics. We can save that 
for our other bands. That being said, our band is definitely to the left of the political 
sphere, collectively. 


What's Australia like for bands? | get the impression that it's tough to tour over there. 
You've recently had your first few gigs, how did those pan out? Did those first gigs smash 
any preconceptions you might have had about touring and performing? 


[Jay] It's hard to tour because it's prohibitively expensive. It's not like Europe or the 
US where you can drive for a few hours and be in a completely different place to 
play in a different scene. Australia has many places but they are a long travel 
between them. 


Our first shows were a lot of fun. Our debut show was under a pseudonym, just 
so we could iron out any issues with our show and stuff. We were very lucky to 
support Wisconsin's Direct Hit! back in September, which was a huge thrill. 


[Hel] Although in Australia it's tough for small time bands to reach places outside 
of their town or city, we do get a lot of internationals touring with the help of some 
dedicated promoters. | just feel a little sorry for Perth, which often gets forgotten 
due to logistical/financial constraints. | want to see more UK/Euro bands make the 
trip though. They can sleep on my floor! 


You covered Blink-182 and the Ducktales in one fine song, illustrating how you 
appreciate early/good Blink and quality Disney programming. What's your take 
on the new, Tom-less Blink and the new Ducktales cartoon? 


[Jay] Tom-less Blink sucks live. Good record though. The new Ducktales 
cartoon is a fucking hoot! It's so funny and well marketed to kids and 
adults alike. 


[Nath] | dug California, actually listened to it quite a bit! Also the new 
Ducktales, and well, all the new art styles are great. It’s making stuff that 
was great for us as kids, accessible, and attention getting for today’s kids. 
I really don’t get the juvenoia over the whole thing. 


ag 
First off, are you Mortal Kombat Il or Super Street Fighter 2 sort of people? 
Secondly, if you could create your own 16-bit tournament fighter game, which 
personalities from the punk/hardcore/etc world would you include? Also, 
what sort of classic video game or cartoon characters would you consider for 


anew Black Flag line-up that doesn’t suck? 


pay | prefer Mortal Kombat. | think my 16 bit game would have to 
include Milo from the Descendents, Henry Rollins, and Fletcher from 
Pennywise. 


[Nath] Killer instinct for sure, nothing like a dude in boxing gloves 
ighting a velociraptor. Daria would be great in Black Flag for sure... 
maybe King Bob from recess as the front man. 


[Tom] Lil Elvis Jones would be a killer frontman for Black Flag if they 
decided to go a little psychobilly. 


[Jay] Greg Ginn is pretty much a cartoon character now anyway. 


Nostalgia is fucking huge these days, | mean | dig pretty much every iteration of 
the youth crew revival, but when is it too much? Will we ever meet (and overcome) 
this saturation point and truly get around to designing a future? Is this even 
possible, ona philosophical and practical level? 

Lt 7 t t Jj i 
[Tom] It is like wrestling...the Best era was what was happening when you 
were growing up. Wrestling is still fucking awesome to me. 


[Jay] Everything goes through phases. Bands need to make money, and if 
they can do that by playing classic albums live that make people think back 
on their youth, then | think it's all for the better. | still love bands like Yellow- 
card and Story of the Year, and I'm stoked on their recent nostalgia tours. 


t t t | <y 
[Hel] Nostalgia is personally helping me deal with adult life. This is my first 
band, after years of letting life get in the way, so it seems oddly appropriate 
to be playing the songs from my youth, when | first wanted to do this. On a 
serious note, as long as we all still focus on what will make the world better 
in the future and don't fully revere the past,’ we should be alright 


ray 
‘ na by the past, and that’s what the best ytting about this band is. A large chunk 
of what shaped us as juniors thrown live on stage. 


= a, Ee 
— x . } —+ 


Me Y 
+ Everyone seems to be into old-school Ninja Turtles and Transformers cartoons, 
\._ yet Michael Bay is allowed to carry on butchering those franchises like there’s no * 
\ tomorrow. What are the underrated cartoons from yesteryear that need to come 
back and who should handle them? | think I'd pay good money to see Christopher 
4 Nolan do a gritty Darkwing Duck remake. b 
6 ¥ \ Y cial St each, he 5 1 Dae | a | 
[Hel]I'm not sure about Guy Richie directing a live-action Aladdin remake. 
v It's unlikely to be the brutal Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels mash-up 
that | would like to see. 
VA ‘ [fT w OY ap a © hed WT ey) pe 
[Nath] I’m excited for the upcoming Mary Poppins sequel! Best movie t 


/ JayWes Anderson needs to do a stop motion Catdog cartoon. 
ats, 4 


Finally, what do you have planned next? Any shout outs and recommenda- 
tions for our readers who wake up with a hangover in Australia one day? 


[Hel] If you wake up in Melbourne, any night of the week you can hit 
up a show for less than the price of a beer, or free! 


[Jay] Big shout out to the Brunswick Hotel that keeps that flag flying! 


[Nath] | wanna shout out to Natalie Imbruglia and Daniel Hayes, for 
being the best mum and dad ever! 


[Jay] Some should outs to Melbourne bands that rule; Clowns, 
Brodown, Admiral Ackbar's Dishonourable Discharge, Udder 
Ubductees 


[Nath] Yeah the Udder Ubductees are the best band ever. 


[Nath] ‘Also the Suicide Tuesdays is my other band. They’re sad. 
Listen to them for a bit of a cheer up. 

SEO, 
ON [Tom] To mention some bands from my hometown (Brisbane, QLD), 
isten to Flangipanis and The Way We Were. Oh, and because Sickle 
is probably drunk by a pool in LA, we should mention Strawberry Fist 
cake and The Cruntburge! 


to a shows. We are Aue on an alternate Yad bit thing — i 
though, but it's early days, sol I can't really talk about it! 


PRO TIP: When you are not moshing it up or beating down fascists in (J 
the streets, you should devote some time to flexing your brain r] 
muscles, Books and zines can be a great source of knowledge. Uy 


NOFX and Jeff Alulis - The Hepatitis Bathtub and Other Stories 

| will not hide the fact that | am a NOFX apologist. Maybe not as much as when | 
was 16 or 25, but | seriously cannot think of another band that doesn’t suck after 
30+ years and has kept its money where its mouth is. Altough they are widely 
derided as being a joke, they pretty much invented 1990s skate punk by updating 
that Bad Religion/RKL formula. This book is the story of all the band members, all 
the way from the start. The book’s ‘protagonist’ is the quietest of them all, Erik 
Sandin (the drummer), who does not seem to shy away from talking about his hor- 
rendous (and at times entertaining) experiences as a heroin addict (except on a 
couple occasions, which he points out himself). The book includes a billion anec- 
dotes from “back in the day”, full of violence, drugs, rape, sketchy people and DIY. 
| appreciated Fat Mike talking about his stance on DIY and politics and fell in love 
all over again with the band. Likewise, | finally found out more about Steven Kid- 
willer and the other guys who were in NOFX before Hefe joined, arguably at the 
most critical point in their career. Obviously the printed edition is great, but if you 
are lazy, look into the audiobook, where Cheech and Jello Biafra provide the 
voices for everyone other than the four current band members. 


Moby - Porcelain: A Memoir 
I’ve been a fan of Moby ever since “Play” (ie just like 95% of his fanbase), so | was 
intrigued to find out more about him. After all, | was aware of his involvment in the 
East Coast HC scene and playing in the Vatican Commandos, as well as him being 
vegan and straight edge. Unfortunately, the book focuses on his life after those 
hardcore years, essentially starting just before he started getting gigs as a DJ. He 
__ also comes off as a bit too Christian for my liking, which ultimately resulted in me 
putting this down half-way through. Not sure i 
straight edge for some time and probably won’t ever record a Minor Threat-sound- _ 
~ ing LP, as | have always hoped he will. 


this is a spoiler, but he hasn’t been — 


Modern Toss - A Decade In The Shithouse 

This weighs about 2kg and contains pretty much everything that the guys behind 
Modern Toss released in their first decade of blowing minds with the crudest, 
most vulgar and hilariously surreal drawings. | can say that their shit excites me 
as much as Sergio Aragones’ stuff, who is the master of comic minimalism in my 
eyes. Cynical, dark and funny as fuck, you should already be into this, yeah? 


John Joseph - Meat Is For Pussies 

After reading JJ’s autobiography a few years ago, | was excited at the prospect of a 
new book. Just like the Cro-Mags however have consistenly disappointed with each 
release after “The Age of Quarrel”, JJ’s second book kind of falls flat. As the name 
suggests, it is focused on veganism and staying fit, so it is rather light on the cool 
stories and anecdotes that made his first book such a great read. As far as veganism 
goes, I'll give it props and all, but | feel that some of the arguments for it are a bit 
dubious. Trying to cite biological evolution as a reason to go vegan seems like a bit 
of a fail, but that is probably best left for a drunken argument at some point. But get 
that Impossible Burger mass produced and I'll never eat a beef burger again. If you 
are considering going vegan, this seems like it might be an entertaining read, espe- 
cially if you are concerned about keeping your brick shit-house physique after you 
abandon them raw steak-and-egg breakfasts. It also includes a bunch of recipes, but 
without pictures and all, it seems like a bit of a tease. 


A 
PRO TIP: You can get books and zines in pdf, but hard copies is where Ff, 


it’s at. Not saying that digital media is shit, but when the world goes all H 
Mad Max, you don’t want to rely on the Internet for your entertainment. u 


Tiavvng KoAoBos - Koivwvika AnoBAnta 

This book here by Yannis Kolovos covers the Greek punk scene. There are inter- 
views and photos with a bunch of characters, many of whom | was not aware of, 
but who helped create this weird counterculture that has drawn me in. Interesting 
to say the least and if you have even a passing interest in the Greek scene and its 
politics, this is an essential read. Just make sure you can read Greek, otherwise 
you are going to have one heck of a time running this through Google Translate. 


The Anarcho Tourist Review (issues #1 and #2) 

Who said anarchists can’t go on vacation and who said you can’t be politically 
active when you are off to enjoy the world? The ATR covers a variety of issues in 
Greece and the world at large. This is a pretty dense, but highly enjoyable read, 
so | would recommend you actually take it on your vacation and flip through it. 
Lots and lots to keep your mind thinking and plotting the revolution. 


Tagidia oro XwpoXpovo #17 

| picked this up because the title (“Journeys in Space-time”) suggested it might 
have something to do with science (fiction) or something. Instead, it’s a zine 
focused on poetry, with odd bit of prose in there. | would shit-talk this, but a) it’s 
free and b) they have done 17 issues in 9 years, so props for sticking to their 
guns. Don’t think I'll be in a rush to pick up any future issues though... 


Trashed Out Fanzine #1 

This came to my attention early in the summer and it’s a really neat collection 
of comic book drawings depicting lyrics from a bunch of hardcore and punk 
songs, some in English, some in Greek. | think this aesthetic, with knives, 
skulls, etc is a bit popular A superb first effort, hopefully someone will get 
this guy to do some artwork for a 7” or something. 


Humba #26 

If you have even the slightest interest in football, do yoursef a favor and pick this 
up. Written “by fans, for fans”, you can sense the genuine passion and love they 
have for the sport and examine a wide variety of related social and political 
issues. | took this with me on my summer vacation and delved in and out of it on 
my short vacation, absolutely fascinated by the opinions on fan culture, opinions 
and stories. Also noteworthy are the high production values. 


Disco Suicide / Nrioxo Autoxtovia #1 

| picked this up at the first autumn show in Athens. It has a few short band interviews, 
followed by a section of morbid drawings. | wasn’t all that interested in the first part, 
but the second one had some really cool shit. On a sidenote, I'd like to say that | am 
usually skeptical of A4-sized zines. Unless you have a lot of pages (like over 50), the 
damn thing tends to get all floppy. Also, at that size, pictures taken off the internet 
tend to be super-pixelated. But | digress, this is a pretty cool first issue. 


PRO TIP: Supporting books and zines means that their authors will 
have more money and free time at their disposal to come out to your 
show and buy you drinks, telling you how awesome your band is! 


Soulcraft #1 

After “Keep It Real” ended a few years ago, Apostolis focused on his band 
(My Turn) and distro/label (World’s Appreciated Kitsch), but now he is back 
with a new ‘zine. There are ton of interviews with hadcore bands, both Greek 
and foreign, as well as some unreleased ones with Strife and Terror. There is 
also a rather neat section on tattoos, if that’s your thing, long with a selection 
of articles and columns. If you are getting into hardcore or lost touch with it, 
pick this up to get a better idea of what is going on these days. 


Racetraitor - Burn The Idol of the White Messiah zine insert 

Pll be honest, | was never a Racetraitor fan “back in the day” and only knew them 
as that serious political grind-esque band with the guy(s) from Fall Out Boy. 
Anyway, years later | had a proper listen and got into them a bit and along with 
the necessary LP reissue, came this fanzine insert. Aside from the typical 
socio-political articles you’d expect, this contains the thoughts and memories of 
band members and associates. It really paints an interesting period in hardcore, 
where | understand people were having to figure out where they stand, politically _ 
etc. If you are fascinated by HC history, this is a recommended must read. 


Keith Morris - My Damage: The Story Of A Punk Rock Survivor 
Although Chavo Pederast is arguably my favorite Black Flag singer, Keith 
Morris comes in second place just above everyone else, as he encapsulated 
that raw, emergent punk hardcore destructrion that Black Flag excelled at 
before Henry’s arrival turned them into something else. Anyway, Morris kept 
a similar level of ferocity in his post-Black Flag endeavours, which make for 
a pretty interesting read. | was especially pleased to see how did not really 
hold back on talking about some of the more “gossipy” aspects of his, such 
as his dealings with Greg Ginn, his drug addictions, as well as how he copes 
with his diabetes these days. 


Vic Dicara - Train Wrecks & Transcendence: A Collission of 
Hardcore & Hare Krishna 

| have always found the weird mish mashing of hardcore punk rock and 
Krishna Consciousness to be a rather odd and paradoxical mix. Although | 
can admire that sort of pursuit of spirituality through music, my punk rock 
reflexes tell me that religiously charged music is total bullshit, whether it’s 
Satan, Jesus, Allah or Buddha you are yapping about. We’ve got enough real 
world concerns to care about what some fucking dude in the sky thinks 
about our mess. Anyway, Vic Dicara was in some pretty sweet bands (Inside 
Out, Shelter, 108 & Burn) and probably doesn’t get as much exposure as 
other people invovied with KC, such as R. Cappo and J. Joseph, so it was 
interesting to get his perspective on things. Not surprisingly, what he has to 
say about the ISKCON is sketchy as fuck, something which is a running 
theme with his peers and fellow hardcore devotees. 


PRO TIP: Make sure you do not feed your books after midnight, they 
avoid bright lights and contact with water because... no. Wait a minute. iu 
Why am | reciting that line from Gremlins? Oh, because | needed to 
include a shitty joke or reference over here to complete the issue. U 


Tony Rettman - NYHC: New York Hardcore 1980-1990 

Basically this another oral history account - this time focused on the 1980s 
NYHC scene - as told from all the players and scenesters from the era. It is 
very similar to Steve Blush’s “American Hardcore” book from years and 
years ago, meaning that it is based on interviews with pretty much everyone 
from back then on all the major bands, venues, events and other crazy stuff 
that went down back then, along with some really impressive pictures from 
the era. Obviously if your interest in NYHC extends beyond that shitty mosh 
metal that came out of New York City later on, you should definitely check 
this one out. 


IF YOU WRITE A ‘ZINE OR A BOOK ABOUT 
COOL SHIT, WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM You. 


no bullshit and no fucking about 


by Ge. 
Clean Break - Flip The Switch: Superb youth crew ih that you have heard 
about a million times before, but is still pretty sweet nonetheless. 
AY (i +. r- a 


Max Tannone - Mic Check 1-2-3-4!: More mash-up madness, from the guy 
who brought you Selene, this time mixing up all the punk classics with cope raps. 


in 
Sweet Jesus - You Destroy Yourself: If you like feels in your hardcore 


and miss Have Heart, you should check this one out. 


Brutal Youth - Sanguine: The best Canadian band menor some aa to its 
sound since early Propagandhi and I'd probably say better things, but they 
still sort of owe me a t-shirt and won't get back to my emails anymore. 
(= — \ es nN ES ) ee ae ee 
NOFX - First Ditch Effort: At first | thought this was amazing, but it hasn’t 
really grown on me as much as | thought it would. 
/ EEE wore dS ie OS 
Y Panx Romana - Pax Americana: Arto Tic euxapioTec exTrAngelc Tou ‘16. * 
ey 


False Adults - I’ve Wondered Sometimes, Whether | Could BeA Rapper: 


MC iPod and Dronic have joined forces to fuck shit up like a bawse. 
rs ae 
Sike - Kiev 7”: This might get you thinking about politics out in Ukraine. 
am ES 


Dag Nasty - Cold Heart/Wanting Nothing 7”: Amazing how beautiful a 
racket a bunch of old dudes can still make after all these years. 
———SSEEE== 


Dirty Wombs - Wrecked Youth 7”: Probably the finest modern Greek 
crust band with some totally epic shredding thrown in for good measure. 


- BY 
Timecop1983 - Reflections: Sure, | can dig some of this retrowave bullshit. 
ia’. 
RX Bandits - Gemini, Her Majesty: Prog rock reggae at its finest. 
=n 2A ae oe a 
WarZone - Don’t Forget The Struggle...: This is how you reissue a true ¥ 
Classic. | the only thing really missing. missing is a bonus 7” of demo material. 4 
Gh ££. & 


Xwpic Oixto - Xwpi¢ Oikto: New band with dudes from the defunct 
Cut Off and the almighty aiulliele playing some really fast hardcore.: 
a A. Sa 
‘Vodka Juniors - Club Ri Riot: 


ee ee 
Youth of Togay - Dick - O - paGraphy: Probably my avons queer core band. 


Save Ferris - Checkered Past EP: Eh, these. guys rand gal weren't that ay 
i back in the late 1990s, so you can only imagine how desperate-sounding this 
Ft ‘comeback’ EP is going to sound, based on the shitty pun of a title. 
sl} ASE wa | Saw 
DOA - Fucked Up ‘yas 7”: Come on, og can't Saas ever go ae with DOA. 


Deez Nuts - Binge - Purgatory: I'm not really digging this anymore, they 
“4 {need to play less metal and more quality core on the next one. 
Conspiracy of Denial / An®n - split 12”: Two of the finest modern Greek crust i 
73 bands pumping out al few new songs and ever covering 6% each other. 


Sarabante - Powonous Leqacy: POWERFUL. STUFF. ES 
Pulley - No Change In The Weather: If | didn’t feel sad about (almost) 50-year-old 
dudes playing late 1990s skatey pop punk, | could probably enjoy this more. 


One Last Round - Zovpe avapeoa oac: Nasty-sounding hardcore, with a 
nice level of grit and frustration hrown into the mix. 


Panda Dub Shapes and Shadows: | thoroughly enjoyed listening to this ony 
4 my random walks heading down town in late spring. 
rv ‘yy, 
Rancid - Trouble Maker: If they are not even going to play ska eriyimore) dos bother?’ 


CA 
Blink 182 - California: Ugh, no. Metallica - Hardwired...To Self Destruct: Ha ha ha. 


hese guys are pretty awesome in small 
doses, so if you are going to listen to them, go for something like t! 


Descendents - Hypercaffium Spazzinate: Not too bad for a bunch of old-timers. ‘ 


Dead On Parole - Mupwdid Oavartou tape: Modern sort of crust-by-numbers 
that is real popular at the moment so pick it up if you hate cops and like squats. 


At The Drive - ‘tera : I'm not one to really gossip, but word is that they 
only came back for the sweet reunion hype money, so this has definitely soured 
my appreciation of this sub-par rehashing of “ Relationship of Command”. 


88 Fingers Louie - Thank You For Being A Friend: Does not disappoint 
a about a billion times better than Rise Against could ever possibly be. 


rs 7 
True Identity - Demo 2015 7”: This was actually really really good and | was totally 
anticipating the upcoming record, but then Jim turned out to be a pedophile, so | have 
F pretty much scratched my copy up and stuck it in the back of my collection with my 
Champion 12”, to burn or fuck up on a suitable, future occasion. 


Against All Odds - Old Dens: | can’t quite put my finger on it, but 
| am just not really feeling this, despite checking all the boxes. 
‘ SS LS a 


Count Me Out - 110: Yeah, | know this is from like 2000, but it still 
outclasses a lot of these hairdcut bands parading under the guise 
of ‘modern hardcore’ and all that crap. 
| a b. 0 42-7 
Sublime - Badfish EP: | only picked up this pointless reissue 
because | really dig “Roots Of Creation” which they included. 
— a \| WET? a 
Satanic Surfers - 666 Motor Inn: European skate/punk doesn’t 
quite get much more masterful than this underappreciated gem. 


Ruggiero is a God. 


) Twofold 1 Fig 4.0 -— Ahonen 7”: | can't 
remember what band Twofold morphed into, but | think they used 
to be called something else and were included on that first Cannon 
Ball Records CD compilation, and | also have the distinct recollection 
of trading NOFX bootlegs with someone from that band, way back. 


Bad Cop / Bad Cop - Warriors: They seem to be the new hip 
Fat Wreck band, but I just can’t quite get around to listening to 
the entire thing to formulate an informed opinion, which propaby. 


=. La a 
INVSN - The Beautiful Stories: This is not “Invasion”, the band that 
‘turned into Righteous Jams, just some run of the mill band following 
‘the stupid trend of omitting the vowels from its name, something 
Which is guaranteed ic look dated as fuck in about three years time 


F — 
The Taeenanis - Take Cover: This is how you troll music. 
— ra 
Ten Foot Pole - Setlist: These sort of re-recordings are basically 
the new ‘live record’, for better or for worse, so get used to it. 


My Turn - s/t 12”: This sweet beauty finally came out on vinyl and carries off 


where their last few 7” left off, meaning this is quality euro hardcore with a nice 
bit of chug that doesn’t really pander to the metalheads. 


Cutting Through - Demo 2016 7”: | could go on and on about how this band 
has a bunch of dudes from other sweet bands, but how about you just stick this 
bastboy o on and get down to some quality two-stepping. 

Vi 


Soul Vice - Get 2 Steppin’ tape: HOLY FUCK, this is for all the righteous 
bros still waiting for something mindblowing in order to take their shirt off . 
q 


in the pit, ever since that second DEEZ NUTS LP dropped aaaages ago. 


A ABB ST 


MDC / Iron - split 7’: Empirical proof that older bands can still play as hard 
as the younguns and that not all new bands not playing orthodox hardcore 


are not entirely rubbish. my 
. aE. bar a = fe 1 7. 
Kids Insane - Cluster 12”: Eh, this is nothing really to write home about, 
but still about a million times better than Useless ID. 
FP eee ee n 
Less Than Jake - Crazy 7”: I'll be honest, | don’t care about the Parasites 
at all and mostly got this in hopes of it becoming a highly-sought after release, fy, 
so! can sell Li off when | am 50 and need Toney fora new NOFX record. 
Sam | Russo - - Greyhound Dreams 12”: This Haverhill legend i is quite 
possibly the only adult man who has made me cry without inflicting any 
physical or Phycholouial VIOISICR, but don’t tell anyone, yeah? 


¥) 7 —_ 4 
Sublime with Rome - Sirens: Pretty good, for what this is, but obviously 
not what people are expecting when they see Sublime on a record cover. 
- am, ° 


Xaoriko TéAos - YtrooxEon: AKpiBws auto Trou 8a Trepiveve KavElS 
OTTO pla TETOIA SIOKGPA, YE 6,11 AUTO OUVETTAYETAI. 


REVIEW POLICIES: 
If we have to buy or download it, you only get one sentence. 
If you send us a physical copy, you get a full-length review. 


IF IT SUCKS, IT SUCKS 


Coin Toss Records got in touch and sent us their first 16 records to review. High fives} 
ito them. You can find their stuff at cointossrecords.com and at cool distros. 
SSE. 


Sick Symptom 7”: Dudes from Wrong Answer and Modern Problems (both of whom rip) 
blasting through some uncomplicated, fast hardcore punk. 
— 


Ends Meet - Nothing To Show 7”: The Floorpunch comparissons are not without merit, but in 
such a saturated scene (soundwise), bands need to go that extra mile to have any lasting power. 


Killer Shades - No Comply tape: | can see a ton of Cambridge folk getting into this, what 
with its more angular, post-hardcore-ish, rocking sound. 

ee 
Spirits - Spirits 7”: Superb youth crew that has a bit of that early American Nightmare 
Iscreamed, angry vocals that foreshadow intense fingerpointing, while the soaring guitars 
guarantee epic pit action. 


= 
Drug Control - Drug Control 7”: | actually bought this a while back and was really 


impressed | by the superb, eu Revelati ns records and skinhead vibes that | got. 


The Record Collection - Revolutions 12”: ‘Ahn is abit of arock n’ roll curve ball that | would 
probably enjoy a lot more if | unironically had a puffy hairdo and wore fingerless gloves. 

4 — 2 
DSGNS / Venomspitter - s| ’*: | got a refined Racetraitor vibe from Venomspitter and al 
chaotic Norma Jean sound with harsher vocals from DSGNS. 


Spirits - Die Faster tape: |, for one, can't get enough of this. Jiiieas 
7 ES CEN 

Blessed - Blessed 12”: Slowish, brooding, bass-heavy rock for when you don't care about 

Queens Of The Stone Age anymore. 

This Is Hell - Bastards Remain 7”: This i is the This Is Hell we al have all grown to love. 


Get A Grip - Endless ! Gren Peaks Short, loud, Scteamny and to the point. 
The Bearer - Fiction 7”:| guite like the driving bass and big choruses. 


.. Edgewise - Angels and ‘Addicts 7”: OF COURSE THIS IS FUCKING GREAT. 
Blessed - if 42th This one: seemed even jazzier than their last one. 

Mind Force : -Demo ”: You can't really fault this. i 
Out Of Body - - Voiceless 12”: This has a 90s alt rock, Foo Fighters vibe that will probably 
please a lot of people. 


. ty 
* Rapbees 


1961f1997 * ok 


IMYEE WE'RE DUST GETTING ALDER ‘ 
BUT THE SONGS, THEY iT THe SAME || , ol 
T'M TiRED GF LivING FROM PAY Ta bay 

YOU'RE STILL PLAYING THEM FUCKING GAMES 


» Lust bay'T Laan at THinas THE SAME 
BUT MY MIND'S GROWING MdRE EVERY DAY 
Ty MY MIN? L'vE STARTED Ta SEE THINGS CLEARER 
NOW T KNQW WHa T AM WHEN T Laan ty THAT FUCKING MigRaR 


0 ac In THE MigroR a4 


; THAT PAIn, IT MADE ME GQ 
comp THAT Paty, IT KEPT NE MOVING 
oy THAT PAtn, IT HELPED ME GRaw 


> Lust bay't Laak at THinas THE SAME | 

BUT MY MIND'S GROWING MQRE EVERY DAY 

sa Ty MY MIND L'vE STagTEb Ta SEE THINGS 
Naw I Knaw wHa T AM WHEN T LaaK ty THAT FUCKING MiRROR 


Ty THE MIRROR 


ITs Tad BAD WE HAD Ta Ga THRaUGH Sa. MUCH PAIN 
BUT THAT PAIN IT MADE ME GQ 
THAT PAiy IT KEPT ME MOVING — 
THAT Pat {iS WHAT WiLL: ALWAYS HELP ME GRaWw 


GRAW ANP GRAW 
res teat, — 
= 


ek the foal i eh in ve Fa 
by getting tis tig igh i 


Five BELONGS: Ta US, 
Aiwiry 1S EVERY: ; 


